

The JAR is an inspection of the Council and its partners, carried out by Ofsted [Government Inspectors]; it looks at what life is like for children and young people growing up in Bracknell Forest.

It aims to identify how all the services working with children, young people in Bracknell Forest work together to ensure that the five outcomes are achieved. The five outcomes were identified by children and young people as those that were most important to them, these are:

· Be Healthy

· Stay Safe

· Enjoy and achieve

· Make a positive contribution

· Achieve economic wellbeing

The JAR for Bracknell Forest took place in October 2007, and the final report was published on 19 February 2008. 


The JAR Inspectors did the following:

· They looked at documents and papers that described how services worked in Bracknell Forest.

· They looked at a few files of children and young people.

· They looked at lots of data and information.

· They had meetings and focus groups with different professionals, for example head teachers, social workers, 

· They had meetings, and focus groups with children and young people from a variety of settings, for example young people from school, young people who are in care, young people going to different groups.

When they finished the inspection, they made some judgements about how well Bracknell Forest was supporting outcomes for children and young people, and in their report they made a recommendation that the findings of the JAR should be available for children and young people. This is a summary of the main JAR findings, a full version of the JAR report and action plan is available on http://www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/living/liv-change-for-children/liv-joint-area-review-jar.htm 


· The JAR said that the contribution of local services to providing a safe environment and helping children to stay safe is good.

· Where children need to be looked after by the local authority the JAR Inspectors said services were good.

· Services and partners work well together to improve outcomes for children and young people who have a learning difficulty / disability.

· Services that help children and young people achieve emotional wellbeing are good.

· The quality of provision for education and training for young people over the age of 16 is adequate.

· The quality of Youth Work offered by the Youth Service is good.

· Management of Children’s Services is good.


 

The report gave lots of good feedback, and also told us about areas where things could be improved. It made some recommendations about how improvements could be made, some examples of these recommendations include:
· Thinking about how we provide information to young people about the outcome of the Inspection.

· Think about how managers can oversee social care cases.

· Help professionals understand when and how to access services.
· Increase number of foster care placements for older young people.

· Think about how we provide information to parents and carers.

· Think about how we improve arrangements for young people to access education, training and employment once they are 16.



We have written an action plan saying how we will make sure the recommendations will be met. We will have a further inspection called an Annual Performance Assessment in September and this will assess what improvements have been made.


We would like to hear from you, tell us what you think about living and growing up in Bracknell Forest, you can E-mail us at the drop box childrenfirst@bracknell-forest.gov.uk .[image: image1.png]



